
This term, Year 8 students made felt landscapes based on the paintings of Van Gogh. Using a
wet felting technique they placed dyed sheep wool and natural alpaca wool in a landscape

image. They were encouraged to pay careful attention to the colours they used, blending the
wools to create interesting colour schemes without flat expanses of colour. They also tried to
add texture by twisting or scrunching the wool to create whispy clouds for example. Next they
sprayed on hot, soapy water and rolled the wool in netting and bubble wrap for 25 mins. This
combination of pressure and heat meant the wool fibres knitted together to create a felted

landscape. This work is part of their art textiles project. Next, they will be creating some
woven mandalas in the style of artist Xenobia Bailey. 

Year 10 GCSE students have been hard at work with their first project - Sweets and Cakes.
After drawing and painting sweets, cakes and desserts, in a variety of media, they designed a

card sculpture working in the style of Claes Oldenburg and Patianne Stevenson.  They used
card and paper to construct the sculpture, paying particular attention to how they could get

the texture of the sponge, pastry or buttercream correct, by manipulating the materials. Using
twisting, scrunching and plaiting techniques they developed an array of sweet treats.  

We know that developing literacy skills is essential in order for our students to be successful at
Maplewell and in their lives outside of school. It can be difficult to know how to support them with

developing these skills at home, so to support with this, here is a link to our monthly literacy
newsletter. Once a month will share what students have been focusing on in reading time, as well

as suggestions for things you can do together at home. 

If you have any suggestions or questions, please contact me via email:
k.durrands@maplewell.leics.sch.uk 

Mrs Durrands
Head of English 
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Post-16 Food TechPost-16 Food Tech
At Post 16, pupils in 5ST decorated Valentine's biscuits
using different techniques such as rolling out fondant,
stamping, icing and dipping in melted chocolate. They also
designed a colourful poster of what they might cook for a 3
course Valentine meal for someone. They all loved the
tasks and did brilliantly!

Toffee and Crunch having
cuddles with Holly and
Louise 

The Guinea PigsThe Guinea Pigs

PAGE 2PAGE 2

Two of the students who have progressed
their cycling skills this term and are now
riding independently

Student SuccessStudent Success
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CAN Enterprise - Post 16CAN Enterprise - Post 16
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News & InformationNews & Information

~~Mother day 10th March 2024~~
The Post 16 students have been working hard to

produce some lovely gifts for Mother’s Day which are
on sale now! They can be bought from CAN Coalville,

Post 16 Reception and the Art Room at Main Site until
8th March 2024.

Flower in a pot: £3
Card: £3

Heart on a wooden plaque: £3

Thursday 7th March is World Book Day, we will be
celebrating by promoting reading for pleasure, in

all lessons across the school. 
We would love to encourage all of our students to
carry a book around with them for the day, either

one they are currently reading or have enjoyed
reading. 

The idea is to spark conversations between
students and staff about reading and the positives

it can bring.
You can find out more about World Book Day by

visiting their website:
https://www.worldbookday.com/

Thanks for your support!

 The CEA Card is a national card
scheme developed for UK cinemas by
the UK Cinema Association (UKCA).
The Card enables a disabled cinema

guest to receive a complimentary
ticket for someone to go with them

when they visit a participating cinema.

Please click the link below to see if you
are eligible and apply!

https://www.ceacard.co.uk/eligibility
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Term DatesTerm Dates

Key DatesKey Dates

Tuesday 12th March 2024
Year 11 progress evening 
16:00 - 19:00
-
Thursday 7th March
World Book Day
View More Information On Page 2
-
Friday 8th March
Maplewell Hall Coffee Morning
9:30 - 11:30
View More Information On Page 2
-
Friday 15th March 2024
Red Nose Day
View More Information On Page 2

Tuesday 12th March 2024
Post 16 College Pathway Progress Evening
15.30 - 18.30

Woodhouse EavesWoodhouse Eaves Post 16Post 16

Spring Term 2024Spring Term 2024
School Closes Friday 22nd March 2024

Summer Term 2024Summer Term 2024
School Opens Monday 8th April 2024

May Day Bank Holiday Monday 6th May 2024
Half Term Break Monday 27th May 2024 to Friday 31st May 2024
School Closes Friday 12th July 2024

PAGE 6PAGE 6


